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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR PRCCESSMQ 
AND TRANSMimNG ELECTRCNilC AUCTION INFOIMATION 



RAdCflPQUND OP THg INVENTIQM 

1 . Reld of the Invention 

The present invention relates oenerally to electronic commerce and 
10 more particuterty to conducting an Interactive auction over en electronic 
network. 



2. Description of the Related Art 

Auctims usually take the form of e phyalcal gathering of bidders 

15 Bssembled together within an auction house. Auctions presenting more 
valuable, collectibte merchandise, such as art, coins and antiques, ere 
often preceded by preparation of a catalog of merchandise, drcuiated to 
toiterested parties in advance of the gathering at the auction house, 
where bidding by those physlcelly present wfll teke place. For auctions 

20 of more mundane items, such as household possessions, estate seles 
end the like, the imerested bidders simply appear at the app^ed time 
and place and bid on merchandise in which they are Interested. 

Traditional euctions requiring e bidder's physicsl presence 
25 disadvantageousiy require that the merchendlse lots up for sale be 
available at the euction venue for Inspection by the bidders and 
subsequent pickup by the successful blddere. For many types of 
merchandise It would be far easier for both buyer end seller to leeve the 
inventory at its original source and ship purchased Items to the 
30 successful bidders at the end of the auction. Moreover, physicsl 

suctioris have the still further disedvemage that only om Item may be 
auctioned at a time. The auctioneer aollclts bids from the floor for e 
given lot, but once the highest bid has been acoeptacl, the lot is closed 
and the next lot brought forward. This sequential processing combined 
35 with the finite smount of time available to e gathered group Is Inherently 
limiting because multiple lots cannot be euctioned slmultarteousty to the 
seme group of people during their limited period of availability. 
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Some ehanoM In bidding raquirMnenta have made traditional 
auctions temewrhat mora convenient for bidden. Many auction firms 
allow bidders to submit their bids in advance of the euctlon. Advance 
bidding may ba done by mail as a convenience to the bidders so that 
they do not have to be physicaiiy present at the auction. Also, the 
advent of the telephone and facsimile machine allowed bidders to submh 
bids In naar real-time during the course of en auction. These 
tM:hnoiooies free the bidder from being physieelly present at the suction, 
thereby saving time and vavel expense. To incorporate thess 
tachnoiogles into the traditional auction format, repiesentativas of the 
auction firm reeawa telephene or facsimile bids from their dientt and 
alert the auctioneer of these new bids. Similarly, the representatives 
msy relay information about the currant bid Items, such es the current 
high bid, back to the telephone bidders. 



Bidding by mail or faesimile suffera a significant disadvantaga as 
compared to bidding in person or by telephone because the mailing or 
faidng bidder hes no opportunity to Increase e bid m quicic response to 
competitive bids recehrad from the floor or by telephone. Moreover, 
although telephone bidding allows the bidder to evoid travel expense end 
inconvenience, traditional auctions may be scheduled at inconvenient 
times for many remote bidders. Also, because of tiw large number of 
Items or lots sold In e typical auction, wMch can number in the 
thoussnds. It is impractical for a telephone bidder to stay on the line for 
a two to eight hour period in order to be present when the few lots in 
which the bidder has an interast come up for sale. The lots in which the 
telephone bidder Is interested may be scattered throughout the lengthy 
tiaditlimai auction. Time zona diffeiences further diminish the eppeei of 
telephone Wdtfng for an bnemational potentiai customer base. 

All of these limitations and diaedventages of physical auctions, 
ovan when telophona bidding or bidding by facsimile Is permitted, serve 
to discourage a large number of bidders end ultimately ieeds to lower 
eeaing prices to the economic detriment of the euctioneer end eeOsr. 

Bactronic auctions held over the Intemet using electronic maU JE- 
maW have provided e minor innovation as compared to more traditional 
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physical o{»tions. In E-mail auctions, an auction catalog Is elactronically 
maUad to people intarastad In bidding. Subsequantty, biddars submit 
thair bids on IndlvldusI lots to an auctlonaar via E-malL Tha auctioneer 
j reads the electronic mell bids and enters them In e database of bids. 

( 5 When the auction closes, the auctioneer notifies the winning bidders, 

] usually via electronic maO, end ships the merchandise to the winning 

bidders. 

There are severel disadvantages to E-mali auctions. Rrst, e human 
10 auctioneer la required to prepare the euctlon catalog and to raad and 
process the electronic mail bids. This takes a considerable amount of 
effort in a large auction. Secondly, It Is difficult to keep the bidders 
updated as to the current high bids on the various items. Electronic mail 
on most large public networks, su^ as the Internet, Is lower priority 
1 5 traffic than most, meaning It can t^e several hours for bids to reach the 
auctioneer and for bidding updates to reach tha bidders. Thirdly, as the 
j auction ctoaing draws near, the volume of bids may prohibit the 

euctloneer from aending out high bid Information to the bidders because 
of the time Involved In reeding the electronic mall bids and In entering 
20 them Into the bid database. 

A recent Inrwvation epplied to E-mail auctions Is the use of the 
Internet's World Wide Web (WWW) facility to post descHptions of the 
merchandlae and show the current high bids. This innovation provides 
25 the edvantage of eliminating the need to electronically mail bidding 

updatea to bidders. And since WWW ueffic Is much higher priority on 
the Internet, bidders suffer less of a time leg in seeing updated Web 
pages. However, a human auctiorMer Is still involved end Is required to 
menually process the electronic mell bids, enter them Into the bid 
30 database, and to update the World Wide Web pages with curreitt high 
bid information. 

Sales firms other than auction houses heve elso used the 
Intemef a World Wide Web feciiity to poet descriptions of their 
35 merchandise and to offer the merchandise for sale at a set price. These 
eystems are eutomated and are capable of ecoepting an order from e 
customer by having that customer fill out an online order form. This 

3 
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pJuralhy of eustomen eonnacMd to a central computer of a computer 
network and various means for conducting simple sele trensections 
where a buyer purchases en item at the steted price. As a group, these 
patents do not disclose the means for conducting electronic auctions or 
any.salos format other than a simple or 'straight" sale. 

One particular U.S. patent, No. 4.789.928. dlsdosaa a means for 
sollelting bids over an electronic networic from bidders that are remote to 
the site of a Ih/a auction. This ayttem records bids from remote bidders 
and simultaneously transmits the current high bid from the floor of the 
physical auction to the termlnala of the remote bidders. However, this 
pmant does not disclose or suggest the concept of an electronically 
conducted auction including a means for automatically closing the 
auction under certain conditions and without benefit of e live human 
auctioneer. Furthermore, this patent falls to disclose or suggest a means 
for suctioning a plurality of Items ilmultaneously; rather, the disclosed 
system is strictly tied to the sequential proceedings of e physlcel 
euction. Finally, this system contemplates only a simple -highest bidder- 
auction where a single lot goes tu an indhrldual high bidder. TWs system 
cannot handle a lot available for auction which includes a plurality of 
Items and where a plurality of winning bidders sufficient to match the 
plurality of auctioned items exists. 



In the third group of patents related to electronic commerce, 
patents relating to securities trading, U.S. Patents Nos. 4,412,287 
entitied Automated Stock Exchange, end 5.077,665 entitled Distributed 
Matching System, disclose means for prospective buyers to post offers 
to buy e given security at a specific price and for prospective sellers to 
post offers to sell a given security at a specific price. These automated 
aystema maintain lists of buy and aell orders. If an offer to buy a 
aecurtty is placed at a price greater than or equal to an existing offer to 
sell that aecurity at a ghren price, these systems will automaticafly 
consummate the trade by matching the buyer with the aalier. While the 
aacurfties industry uses, and these patenta dlsdosa, such terms as 
-auction- and -bid", thay are actueiiy referring to the prooesa of 
matching a set of buyers' bids witti a aet of sellers' prices. There is no 
ntetion in the true sense of a piuraUty of bidders aimultaneoinly Wddb^ 
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In a manner accessible to all bidders and sellers In order to achieve e high 
selling price. In fact, these pstented systems do not Include disclosure 
of the list of open buy or sell orders, thus depriving the sailer of the 
ebllhy to openly solicit the highest price for securities. Instead, the 
5 msricet price of securities sold through these automated aystems 

fluctuates up and down based upon the last successful match between 
an open buy order and an open sell order when both the buyer and seller 
hsve placed orders et compatible prices. There is no sbllity In such 
systems to conduct truly competlth/e and open bidding. 

10 

The present Invention overcomes the ebove-llstsd drawbacks of 
the background art by providing a method and system for conducting 
auctions and mark down sales of merchandise over e computer network 
without the aid of a human auctioneer. The system is open to bidders 

15 snywhere in the world, leading to increased bid aethmy. Complete and 
thorough descriptions of all offered merchandise may be placed on*line, 
since the costs sssodated with printing auction catalogs are minlmlied in 
an electronic medium. An euctlon within the inventive system may be 
conducted over e period of time, mitigating the problems of Inconvenient 

20 scheduling and time zone differences. A variety of auction formats can 
be employed within the inventive system depending on the type of 
merchandise being sold. And finally, the method and system of the 
present Invention can be conducted automatically without the need for a 
human auctiormr, thereby allowing for a large number of items to be 

25 conttouously auctlorMd. 

gllMSSABV Qg TUP IMVgMTIQW 

To address the shortcomings of the background art, the present 
invention provides, in a computer network enebling communication 

30 between e host computer end a plurellty of remote bidden, a system 
end method for trensmltting and processing auction Informstion 
implemented as a computer program within the host and network, 
comprising posting means for posting information aaoss the network, 
the information being descrtpthre of a lot avaiiable for purchase, bidding 

35 means available to the bidders for submitting a plurality of bids across 

the networti in response to the Infomiatlon, raoehring means for racehdng 
e pkirality of bids sent across the network by the pKirelity of bidden, 

6 
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and eategorlilno meant for automatically eata0orizlng the bids aa 
•ueeaiaful or unsuccetaful. 
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To furthar address these challengea. the present Invention 
provides, in a computer network enabllns communication bMwaen a 
host computer and a pluralitv of remote bidders, a system and method 
for trsnsmltti c; «nd processing euetlen Infermetion Implemented es a 
computer program within the host and network, comprising posting 
means for posting informatton eeross the network, the Information being 
descriptive of e lot aveileble for purchase, bidding means available to the 
Udders for eubmltting a plurality of bids across the network In rmponse 
to the information, receiving means for ncaMnq a pbraHty of bids sent 
across the network by the plurality of bidders, and cateoorizing means 
for automatically categorizing the bids as successful or unsuccessful. 

The present invention further provides, in a computer network 
enabUng communication between a host computer and a pkirality of 
remote customers, an auction Information transmission and proceBsing 
systsm impiamemed as a computer program wfthin the host and 

20 network, comprising, a merchandise database connected in 

communication with the host for storing merchandise informatkm, the 
merchandise infonnatlon being descriptive of a lot available for purchase 
by a customer, a bid database In communication with the host for 
storing bid Informatton. the bid Information being descriptive of a bid 

25 received from one of the remote customers, en euetlon manager 

Implemented in the server and In communication with the databases, an 
electronic mall messenger in communieatton with the auction manager 
end the bid database, a bid validator, including means for receiving bids 
from the customers, connscted to the auction manager and in 

30 communtoation with the bid database, wherein the auction manager 

Induces a customer to bid across the network on a tot of merchandise by 
posting a descriptive merchandise catatog page containing data from the 
merchandise database, the customer views across the network the 
catalog page and sends a bid to the bM validator across the network, the 

35 bid vaUdator detennlnes whether the bid is vaUd, the bid database stores 
the bid, the auction manager detennlnes whether the bid is successful. 
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and the electronic mall messenoer notifies the customer whether the 
customer's bid was determined to be successful by the bid manager. 

To still further eddress the shortcomlnes of the bsckground art, 
5 the present Invention provides. In e computer network ending 

communication between a host computer and a plurality of remote 
bidders, a method of transmitting and processing auction information 
implemented as a computer progrem within the host and network, 
comprising posting information across the network, the Information 
10 being descriptive of a lot available for purchase, submitting s pkjralltv of 
bids across the network In response to the infonnation, recehfing the 
plurality of bids sent across the network by the plurality of bidders, and 
Butomaticaily categorizing the bids as successful or unsuccessful. 

1 5 A primary advantage of this system Is that it results in greater 

prices for merchents as well as broader distribution of their products. By 
incorporating an auction format which is available to a wide audience via 
electronic means, the Invemive system and method results In more 
bidders, greater demand, and hence higher prices for the seller. And 

20 because this electronic system reachee a geographically diverse 

audience, merchants' product lines become visible in areas where their 
producto are not normally distributed or advertised, resulting in increased 
sales volume without increased marketing expense. As the network 
grows, business grows. Furthermore, the electronic euctlon system Is 

25 eutomatic and does not require s human mjctioneer, thereby allowing 
many indh/idual items to be auctioned during the same time period end 
providing a decrease in costs associated with running an auction. 
Indeed, it would not be possible to operate en equivalent twenty-four 
hour per dey, seven day per week auction with potentially hundreds or 

30 even thousends of indh^ldust items and millions of potential bidders 
without such an Inventh^e electronic auction method end aystem. 

BMEF PgSCiqPTlQil OF THE PWawmftft 

The aforementioned advantages of the Invention, as well as 
35 additional advantages thereof, win be more fully understood as a result 
of e detailed description of s preferred embodiment when teken in 
conjunction with the accompenying drawings In which: 
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a preferwd computer .nvi,o„„««, Of 
lmpl«m.ntin0 th« .ytttm and m«hed of the present Invention. 

.irf. J!tt^T^ ■ "^-^ Pape offerlna an Item for 

sale via eieetronie auction on the Internet's World Wide VVW>: 

FIG. 3 depicts e bid form for bidding on an auction Item; 

FI6. 4 is e block diagram of coi 
embodiment of the present Invention: 



component. Illustrming a preferred 



opermlon;' ' " ' "'^ "^06 of 

method of operation; 

operatic; ' " *^ "^'^ of 

It. ' "'T*"'* "»«o"9er and 

Its method of operation; 

it. ^" ' '""""^^ ^''^ -""'on fomiat and 

tt« method of operation; 

»«K J'l " ' ""^'^ '"""rating the Dutch auction format «id Its 
method of operation; 

«,d It.*!!!!!* ; ^""^ ""^^ 'ormm 

and Its method of operation; 

" " ■ •"'^ -ta format and iu 

method of operation; 

FIG. 13 is a flowchart Illustrating bid quantity determination and 
Itt method of operation; and 
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RG. 14 Is a flowchart Illustrating the markdown price ad)ustfnent 
feature of the present Invention end Its method of operetlon. 

PgTAiLgP DgfigSinimQSi OP A PPgPgRRgP gMBOPIUgMT 

5 An Inventive method and system Is disclosed for conducting a 

mutthbldder, Interective auction without using a human auctioneer to 
conduct the auction. Preferably Implemented In software, the electronic 
auction aystem allows a group of bidders to interactlvelv place bids over 
a computer or communications network, automatically records the bids, 
10 updates the bidders with the current auction status Information, closes 
the auction from further bidding when epproprlate, end notifies the 
winning bidder or bidders and loser or losers as to the auction outcome. 

The inventive system Includes a database for maintaining 
1 6 descriptions of the merchandise for euctlon, the bids, and other relevant 
Information in a commercially available datebase system. Database 
seerches ere preferably performed periodically to check for new Items to 
be made visible to potential bidders. Such periodic searching allows an 
individual charged with maintaining this system to load relevant 
20 Information Into the database at his or her leisure. Once the database Is 
loaded with information about the Item and the Item is scheduled for 
presentation to potential bidders, the system takes the merchandise 
Information and creates a human readable catalog page for e viewing 
over a public network such as the Intemet's World Wide Web. Bidders 
25 are then able to view the new Item for auction and to place their bids. 
These catalog pages preferably contain the current high bid, bid 
increment, quantity av^lable, merchandise description, and picture of the 
Item. 

30 Upon accessing a public network and seeing an Item's catalog 

page, the bidder may press a button on the catalog page or teke some 
similar action wNch causes a bid form to be dlspleyed on the screen. 
The bidder then enters the Information riecessary to place a bid, such as 
their name and address, bid amount, payment Information, etc., and then 

35 presses e bid submission button, or takes a similar action which sends 
the bid to the system. 
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customars are presented with a series of descriptive merchandise cateJog 
peoes through which they may navigate to find Items Clots) of Interest. 
Upon finding a lot of Interest, customers may click a button on screen to 
displey e form for placing a bid on the lot. After submitting this bid, the 
electronic auction system records the bid end updates the lot's 
merchandise catalog page to show the current high bid or bids end to 
whom such bids ere attributable. When the auction is closed, after a 
period of no bidding activity, at a predetermined time, or when e desired 
sales volume is reached, the electronic euction system notifies the 
winning and losing bidden by electronic mall and posts a Hat of the 
winning hiddere on the c>os6d lot's merchandise catalog page. 

The present invention is preferebly implemented as e computer 
program 248 running on a central server host computer 2S0, shown In 
FIG* 1, attached to a wide area network 276 accessible by many 
potantiel customere through remote terminels 210. A preferred network 
for Implememing the present invemion is the Internet which Is accessible 
by s signiflcsnt percentege of the world population, although the 
network may also be e local area or limited area accessible network. 
Potentiel customers ere presented at screen 280 with merchandise 
catalog pages, such ss the one shown In RG. 2, genereted by 
merchandise catalog page generator 25 shown in FIG. 4. Each 
merchandise catalog page Includes severel action bunons 5 that allow 
the customer to move from catalog page to catalog page end to place 
bkto using keyboard 240 and pointing device 260. The user may call up 
an Index of evaileble merchandise by pressing button 7 or may return to 
B central home page by pressing button 9. 

By pressing bid button 1 in FIG. 2, the customer is presemed with 
a bid form such as the one shown in FIG. 3. The customer fills out the 
required information in the bid form end presses 'Piece Bid' button 2 to 
send the bid to the electronic auction system for processing. Other 
equivalent means for submming s bid could be used, as understood by 
those skilled In the ert to which the preaem Invention pertains. 

RG. 4 Illustrates s high level block diagram of the electronic 
auction aystam of the prasem invention. As shown, information from 
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bid form 20 it rrr^lvd by th» olectronic auction system wharo K is 
processad by bid vaiidator 21. Bid validator 21 axamlnas tha bid 
information amarad by tha custonrwr on bid form 20 to ansura that the 
bid is properly formatted, all necessary data is present, and the data 
vateiss entered iooie credible. Exemplary functions of bid validator 21 
Include verifying credit card information entered by the customer, 
cheddno that e complete name and shipping bMtw has been entmd, 
that the proper state abbreviation and zip coda have been entered, that 
an appropriate bid amount has been entered, end that a telephone or 
fecsimile number has been entered. Once the bid information has been 
vaUdated, the bid validator 21 pieces the bid in bid database 31. 

Auction manager 26 preferably frequently queriaa the bid database 
31 to see if any new bids have been placed. If new bids are found 
during the query, then auction manager 26 calculates the currem high 
bidder or bidders and instructs mefchan»2ise catalog page generator 25 to 
regenerate a catalog page with th^ dated bid information. 

Auction manager 26 is aiao responsible for opening end dosing 
auctions. This enteils making merchandise lots available for bidding by 
customers and disabling their aasodated buy or bid features on the 
merchandise pages that have been posted to potential bidders but have 
dosed. When auction manager 26 determines thet e new lot should be 
opened for bidding or en avaiiaMe lot ahouid be dosed, it Inatructs 
merchandise catalog page generator 25 to create or update the 
merchandise catalog pages for the appropriate lots. 

Electronic mail messenger 27 frequently queries bid database 31 
for bids recently merked by euction menager 26 as having been outbid or 
as havirtg won an item in a recently dosed auction. If audi bids are 
found, the electronic mail messenger 27 formats an appropriate 
electronic mail notification mesaege 24 and sends this messego to the 
customer. Many customers reed their electronic meil throughout the 
day, meking this a convenient mechanism for keeping them infmned 
about the status of merchandise on which they m actively bidding. 
Bidders may reply to en electronic mail notification mesaege 24 Informing 
them that they heve been outbid by induding en increaaed bM amount fn 
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the raply message. An electronic man bid 22 sem in reply to the 
notification is received by the electronic auction system end processed 
by bid validator 21 as described above. 

R6. S illustrates in detail the procedure of bid validation as 
eccompliahed by bid validator 21 shown in FIG. 4. A bid is recehred by 
bid validator 21 and the customer is loolced up at step 41 in customer 
database 28. If no customer record exists for the customer then a new 
customer record Is created 42 and plaoed In customer database 28. 
Rom there, the bid information Is vslldated 43 as previously described. 
If the bid data Includes one or more errors, then an error massage Is 
returned 44 to the bidder, prefereMy In the form of a weB-formatted 
page posted across the networic. Itemizing the errors found In the bid. If 
the bid Is valid, as found in step 43, then the bid Is placed 46 in bid 
database 31. 

RG. 6 provides a detelled Oustrstlon of the procedures csrried out 
by auction manager 26. Auction mmeger 26 Is preferably a 
continuoualy running system, that begins by getting the current time as 
at step 51. It then checks to see If any new Items for sale are to be 
opened by exemining the merchandise database to see if any new 
nwrchandise items ere scheduled to be made available for bidding by 
customers at or before the current time. Operator 300, or some 
automated substituter may upload merchandise end scheduling 
Momnatlon to the database, as shown in RG. 1. H new merchandise 
Items are scheduled Usr posting, these Items ere opened for bidding 52. 
The auction manager then exemines the mershendlse datatiase to aee if 
eny merchandise Items are scheduled to be closed from customer 
Mdcfing. If so, these Items eie closed from bidding 63. Auction meneger 
26 then exemines the merchendise databese to see if any merchandise 
Items posted with e price mericdown feature are scheduled to have their 
prices ad)usted. If so, the prices of these Items are ed|usted 64 In 
eocordanoe with the psrtlculer Item's price adjustment parameters. Such 
parameters may Induds bidding activity over time, emount of bids 
recehred, and nu^Tiber of Items bid for. Auction monager 26 then 
updates 55 the bid list for open Items by recelculating the current high 
bidder list and regenerating the merchendise catalog pages 66 to reflect 
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thsM Mw bids. This stap is mors fully described below wvlth reference 
. to RG. 7. 

FIG. 7 Illustrates the procedures carried out by the bid manager In 
updating the bid list for open ItMna 5B as shown in FIQ. 6. The bid 
manager begins by checking 61 if there ere more merchandise Items to 
be processed. If such items are found, the bid msnsger selects 62 a 
merchendlse Item to process end queries 64 the bid database for bids for 
this Item. These bids are sorted 65 using e variety of different priority 
renking schemes depending upon the auction method and system used 
for the particular merchandise Item, as described in more detail below. 
Then, the bids ere marked 66 as either successful or unsuccessful 
depending upon the bid price of the respective bids and the quantity of 
the item being bid on relative to the quenttty of the Item being 
euctioned. In a preferred embodiment, a quantity of an Item may be put 
up for auction, and Individual bidders mey bid on any quentlty of the 
item desired, up to the quantity of the Item being auctioned. 

The bid meneger then checks 67 to see If there are eny ective 
proxy bids marked as u n s u cc e ssful. A proxy bid is a special bid type 
that allows auction manager 26 to automatically bid on the bidder's 
behalf up to e limited emount estebllsted by the bidder when his or her 
initial bid Is placed. The euction manager will increese the bid es 
necessary up to the limit amoum. This feature allows the customer to 
get the lowest possible price without exceeding a limit preferebly 
estsbllshed when the bid is entered. If there are active proxy bids 
marked as unsuccessful, then the bid manager increments 69 the proxy 
bids by e preset bid increment. This procedure of sorting 65 msrking 66 
bids and Incrementing 69 the proxy bids es required continues until 
either there are no additional proxy bids marked as unsuccessful or the 
proxy Hmlts have been reached on the proxy bids. At this point, bid 
databese 31 Is updated 68 with the marked bids. This process is then 
repeated for each merchandise lot open at the cunent time for bidding 
by customers. 

HG. 8 Illustrates the procedures cerrted out by eleccronic mall 
messenger 27 which notifies bidders when they have been outbid. 
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^ ^ i« hiH ift below the minimum bid ellowed 
«,tec»d 98 to be H ^^^^^ « «.P 93. the bid >. 

tor the P-fculer rr>^^^ ^^ ZZT^ the 
"rJ^rA biniTb. »tWte- H the Of the 

5 hotn bid upon 18 available. Tn» w eceMlul. 
d«-»-. 29. « not. then t»» «- ^ -^^^^^ 
Optlonellv. the .v«em could •^'^ '^^ 3,0. 
upon will be eceepteble a. 'T^J^^^ «.p 94, then the bid i. 
auentity can be .«i.flad. ~ '^'^^'^^^..nin,. recorded In 

auction databaee za. » »^ as and if . as determined at step 97. 

quamltY remrinlno '^^'^^^ ^ ^ bid I. 

there are itlHWda remaining to be merltad. the new 

llTted 98 and the «ep. of 9 ere mpeated. 

^ .i»«r«»nlc auction eyatem of the preeem Invention also 
The electronic ""^"^ the electronic auodon 

provide. . -Dutch Auction" ^'^J'^^J;'™, tor vrttom there 

^ a^s r^^^ ^-cceeefu. bidder. 

- -"^ '^'T'^ZTsZ^ for being the meet fair when 
20 Thl. fommt mey a. with eil bidding. 

a plurality of a '^JT'ITV^ ,„ the Dutch Auction fom^at. 
there win be a range of Wd. jubrrttt^^*^ 

hlgheat ^'««- -^^pr^^^^^^ -.coeeefu. bidder, 
tor ell eucceaeful bidders, tne pnco 

26 .h. Dutch Auction formet whereby bid menager 

FK3. 10 Illustrates the 0^°^ ^ es successful or 

BS Shown m RG. 6 detenn.«« ^^^^'^^^ ^ ^ ««.„g 111 
un«.cc.«rtul. a. shown In RG. 7. ^ 
th. bid. by amount of the buK H V ^ ^ ^,.«,d 98 to be 

chacked. If the bid Is below the ^ .« 
„w,chandlM Item, as ''«»""'~J',f !^ '94 to m. if tt* bid quantity 
unsuceasaful 99. If not. th. »• ^^a bid 1. mar»c«» 

^,,.«..f..d. "*'"-7;::^:ss^'rb.««.f^.thenthe 

35 un«.ccM«fu« « ^ W ^^"^ lt«n quantity r«n-nlng 

bid I. marlied as auceessful at ^ ^ 

deaamamad 96 by the bid quantity. Ai thlstim. 
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raoordttd 117. Th« MInWIn price ts the price ebove which a new bidder 
must bid In order to be successful in the Dutch Auction format ware the 
auction to close at that moment. The MInWIn price Is, in general, the bid 
price of the lowest bid that Is marked as successful. After recordlng.the 
5 MinWin price at atep 117, where there are atlll bids remaining to be 
marked^ as determined et step 97, the next highest bM is selected 98 
and the steps of FIQ. 10 are repeated. 

The electronic auction system of the present invention also 

10 Inckidea a 'Prograsslve Auction* format* wherein the electronic auction 
system awards the merchandise to the top l>ldders based on price bid. 
As with the Dutch Auction format, the highest price Mds are swarded 
the merchandise up to the quantity available of the hem being auctioned. 
However, unlike the Dutch Auction fofmat, the system awards the 

1 5 merchandise to the successful bidders at different prices depending on 
the quantity bid. In a preferred embodiment, e successful bidder for e 
single unit of an item Is awarded the Item at the price of the lowest 
auccesaful bid for a single unit of the item. A successful bidder for a 
higher quantity of the ame item is awarded the Item at the price of the 

20 lowest aucceasful bid at that quantity or any lower quantity. For 

exemple, e successful bidder for a qumttty of five would pay the lowest 
price for any aucceasful bki for quentity one through five of the item. 
The price paid for a ghm quantity la termed the *MinWln' price for that 
quantity. The Progresshre Auction format eriauras that successful 

26 bidders for e quantity of an Item pay the lowest price peid by any other 
aucceasful bidder at that quantity level or below. Uae of this format 
leads to lower prices for those who aucoessfutly bid on larger quantities 
of an Item, provides an Impetus for volume buying, end therefore leaito 
to greater aalas volume. 

30 

FIQ. 1 1 illustrates the Progressive Auction format, wherein bid 
manager 56 shown in HQ. 6 determines which bids to mark as 
succesaful or unsuccessful 66 as shown in FIG. 7. Bid manager 65 
beglna by sorting 131 the bids by emount of the bid. If there era bkte 
35 remaining to be processed, as determined at step 97, the highest bid Is 
selected 98 to be checked. If the bid Is determined to be betow the 
minimum bid ellowed for the perticuiar merchendlse Item at step 93, the 
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bid is marktd u untuccMtful 89. If not, the bid la checlcad at step 94 
to SM If the bid quantity can be aatltfiad. If not, than the bid la marfced 
99 as unaucceasful. If the bid quantity Is checked and found to be 
satiafied at atep 94, then the bid is marked es aucceasful 96 and the 
Item quantity remeintna Is decremented 96 by the bid quantity. The 
MinWm price is then recorded 137, The MlnWIn price la the price above 
which a new bidder must bid In order to be succeaaful In the Progreaahre 
Auction format were the auction to doae at that moment. The MinWin 
price Is. In general, the bid price of the lowest bid at the current bid 
quantity or lower that la marked as aucceasful. After recording the 
MinWIn price 137, If there are atill bids remaining to be marked, the next 
highest fold la selected 98 end the atepa of RG. 11 are repeated. 

The electronic auction system elso includes a 'Buy □r Bid* format 
wherein the electronic auction ayatem awards merchendise to bidders 
who place bids at or above a posted selling price. The Item remaina for 
aale umil the available quantity is purchased. Bids that are below the 
posted selling price ere maintained in reaerve by the system. If a certain 
aatea volume is not achieved jn a specified period of time, the electronic 
auction system automatically reduces the price by e predetermined 
emount or a predetermined percentage of the price and updatea the 
merchandlae catalog page accordingly. The lower price may be at or 
below some of the bids already in the bid database. If auch bids we 
present, they are then converted to orders and the quentity avaliable b 
reduced accordingly. SimUarly, If a certain salea volume ia exceeded in a 
specified period of time, the electronic auction aystem automatically 
increases the price by e set emount or by e set percentage of the price 
and updatea the merchancfise page eocordingly. These automatic price 
changes allow the seller to respond quickly to market conditiona whBe 
keeping the price of the merchandise as high as possible to the aetlers 
benefit. 



FIG. 12 illustrates the Buy Or Bid format whereby bid manager 66, 
as ahown In FIG. 6, determines which bids to merk es successful or 
unauccesaful 66, as ahown In FIG. 7. Bid manager 86 beglna by aorting 
1 61 the bide by emount. If there are bids remaining to be processed, as 
determined at atep 97, the highest bid la aelected 98 to be checked. If 
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the bid Is below the current price of the merchandise Item, as determined 
et 93, then the bid Is marked 99 unsuccessful. If the bid Is not below 
the currant price, as determined at 93, then the bid Is checked 94 to see 
If the bid quantity can be satisfied, tf not, the bid is marked es 
unsuccessful 99. If the bid i^anttty can be satisfied, then the bid Is 
converted Into an order 1S5 at the current price of the Item and the 
Item's quentlty remelning is decremented 96. The bids rsmalnino to be 
processed, es determined at 97, are then checked and the steps of FIG. 
1 1 are rapaated. From time to time, the current price of the 
merchandise item may be reised w lowered either by menual input from 
en operator 300 as shown In FIG. 1 or by automatically using the 
-markdown- feeture described below with reference to FIG. 14. 

HG, 13 illustrates in more detail the step of determlnino If the bid 
quantity can be satisfied 94. If the bid quantity is determined to be less 
than the avallabte quantity of the merchandise Item at atep 171, then the 
test is found satisfied at step 174. If not, then the bid is checked at 172 
to see If the bidder is wUling to accept a reduced quantity. Preferably, 
when plMlng a bid. the bidder indicates Its willingness to accept e pertial 
quantity in the event thet en Insufficient quentlty of the item Is svailable 
to sstisfy the bid If successful. If the bidder is found wiiling to accept e 
reduced quantity at 172, then the test is found satisfied at 174. If not, 
the teat fells at 1 73 and the bid Is marked as unsucceasful at, for 
example, 99 In FIG. 9. 



The electronic auction system also includes e 'maricdown^ feature, 
wherein the electronic auction aystem of the present invention ewards 
merchandise to buyers who place orders at the currently posted seffing 
jwice. The Item remelns on sele untfi the available quantity Is purchased. 
If e certain soles volume Is not achieved In e specified period of time, the 
electronic auction system eutomatlcally reduces the price by a eat 
amount or a set percentage end updatea the merchendlse cetelog page 
accordingly. This k»wer price encourages buyers to take advantage of 
the new price. If e certain sales volume Is exceeded In e specified period 
of time, the electronic euctlon aystem automatlcelly increasee the price 
by e sot amount or a set percentege end updates the merchandise page 
accordingly. These eutomatic price changes allow the system to 
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mpond to marktt conditiont while keeping the prices of the 
merehendlee as high as poulble to the selier's benefit. 

RG. 14 illustrates the Markdown price adjustment feature 
5 whereby auction manager 26. as shown in FIQ. 4, periodlcaliy adjusts 54 
the sales prices or minimum bid prices, of the merchendlse Items 
according to a predetermined schedule as shown In RQ. 6. tf more 
merchandise Items are found In the merdiandise database at 181, a 
merchandise Item is selected 183 for Marfcdown. If a Markdown event 

10 has occurred for the Item, as determlrwd at 184, the Item's price is 
adiusted 185 according to tf)a schedule preset for the Individual item. 
Altemathrely, the ad)u8tment could be relative to prices offered for the 
merchandise. The merchandise item is then updated 186 In the database 
with the rww sale price or minlrrtum bid price. The steps of RG. 14 ere 

15 then repeated for each successive merchandise Item in the merchandise 
databaae. 

The electronic auction system of the present invention preferably 
Indudea a "Proxy BIddkig' feature that may be epplled to any of the 

20 auction formats described ebove. FIG. 7 fuiiy describes auction manager 
26 Including the Proxy Bidding feature. When Proxy Bidding is 
empioyod, a bidder ptees a bid for the maximum amount they are 
witting to pay. The electronic auction system, however, only displays 
the amount necessary to win the Item up to the amount of the currently 

25 high proxy bids of other bidders. Typically, the currently high Ms 
display an amount that is one bidding increment ebove the second 
highest bid or bids, although a percentage above the aecond highest bids 
may be used as weii. When e new bidder pieces a bid that is above a 
currently displayed high bid, the proxy feature will. In general, cause the 

30 currently high bid to move up to en amount higher than the new bid, up 
to the maximum amount of the currently high bidder's proxy bid. Once e 
new bidder places e bid In excess of the curremly high bidder's proxy 
bid, the new bid becomes the current high bid and the previous Mgh bid 
becomes the second hl(^st bid. This feature aUows bidders to 

35 participate In the electronic auction without revealing to the other 

bidders the exscent to which they are willing to Increase their t^, while 
maintaining control of their maximum bid without dosely monitoring the 
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bidding. PTtlciptlon i. .ngagad in «itom«ie.liV on ^^'J^*^' 
bv th. invntlve .v««n. Th. t.«ur6 9u«rr«.M 
lovmt pwlbl. price up to a tpocifled maximum without raquirlng 
fraquent Inquiries ai to the ataie of the bidding. 

one eldiled In the art to which the present Invention pertains will 
rMognIze that a variety of different suction formats may be Irnpiemented 
rSmion to those described above. One skiiled in th. art wttl^o 
^cognlr. that the elecuonic auction system of the pr««nt mention c». 

. -Ftoatmg Closing Time- feature whemby the 
pXiar item Is «nom«.c-ly dosed If no new bids .«r.«lved within 
apredrterminedtlmaimanral. This feaiura would typlcaBv be 
impTmemed in a manner similar to that used to cU»e ««<*»™^«^^ 
if ms as shown at stop B3 In FIG. 6. This feature foreas the bidding 
:r.;"o ilr within'a shorter am«.nt of time than 
Sieved bec«... bidders «• aware th« the item will automatlclly 
dose If no new bids have been receWed In a timdy manner. Thus. 

have an incantive to «ay active m the bidding ^ ^J^^ 
of an Item before maximum. »td mo« pot.nti.lly «^"«"fl; 
tTel^ entered. The Floadng Closing Tims f.«ur. dso allow. mo« 
auctioned during a period of time since «k* Item Is dossd 
TnTblTng -tivHy ceases; the bldd^ period not ^rc^o^ 
H*Hrtai tanoth M is the case When an Item doses at a preset date end 
^ZT^J^Z^ Tim. feature Of th. pre^nt Invention may be 
l':;oZr:! ^..^cdon wnn or indepen-^n Of e fb«^ do-ng 
;l^f« an Item. When employed m conjuncdon wW. • 
ti^. the auction „ dosed either when the pr««t fixed 
^ for th. «em or when no bidding ««ivity ha. «««"^ T^*'" ' 
^iSTtlme .merval. This forces the bidding to ce«« « • particular time 
to, e«» the bidding activity becomes artlfldaily protracted. 

A gwteral dwcripdon of the piwant «'««'«^ " '^"T 
profarJ^-nt the present ^^^i::^"^' 

sMIIed in the art to which the present Invendon pertdns v»«i 
^nS^rbelb. to pr^nlce «.-nio«a, vari«lon. ^ the n^hojj. 
S«wn described whteh fall within th. tawhlngs of this Invandwu 
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etMjoM. wlm,lna bid. .eeording to monwwy «nount lnehi<ted in the bid 
pr.fr.ne. for bid. may .tao b. d«.rmlned accordlnfl to time of 
njbminlon, quantity of morehandlM bid for. total bid value or som. 
othor combination of thea. characteristic. Accordioflly. all aueh 
modification, and addition, are dMm.d to be within th. scope of th. 
invantlon which i. to b. limited only by the claim, app^ded hermo 
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Wtat la etalirad is! 

1. In • Gomptitsr network •nablino eomfminteitlon b«^^ 

9 hoit connpifMr and a pbrattty of rtmota biddara, an auction Informatten 
t mna mi aato n and procaaatng ayatam Imptamantad aa a eomputar program 
within aald boat and natworfc, aald ayatam compriaInQ: 

poating maana for poatbig information acroaa aald natwork, aald 
information baing daaorlptiva of a tot avaOabla for purehaaa; 
10 bliMIng maana avaiiabla to aald biddara for aubmltting a pktraitty of 

Wda acroaa aald natwork In raaponaa to aaid Information; 

roooMng maana for raoaMng a pbrallty of bida aant acroaa aaid 
natwork liy aald plurality of biddara; and 

catagorizing maana for automatically catagorlting aald blito aa 
1 5 aucoaaaful or unauccaaaful. 

2. Tha ayatam of dalm 1 wharain aaki poating maana kiekidaa a 
marchandlaa catalog paga ganarator. 

20 3. Tna ayatam of dalm 1 wharain aald raoaMng maana includaa a 

bM atoraga databaaa. 

4. Tha ayatam of dalm 1 wharain aald catagorlzing moans 
Inckidaa maana for IncramantaHy b^craaslng an unaucoaaaful bid In 

25 raaponaa to a auccaaafu! Ud. 

5. Tha ayatam of daton 1 furtfw compriaing notifying maana for 
automatically notifying aadi ona of aald biddara of tha catagory of thalr 
raapactlva Mda. 

30 

6. Tha ayatw) of cWm B wharain aald notifying maana Indudaa 
maana for automatically ganaratlng alactronic mall maaaagaa. 

7. Tha ayatam of dalm B wharain aald notifying maana indudaa 
3B maana for InchKflng a Uat of aueeaaafUt bIda with aald daacrlpthm 

Inf or ma ti on ^ 
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e. Th« syMsm of dalm 6 wrtwrain Mid notlfyino means Indudas 
means for includino a list of unsueeassful bids with said descrlDtlve 
Information. 



9. The system of clelm 5 wherein said notlfyino means includes 
means for including a list of successful end unsuccessful bids with said 
descriptive Information, 



10. «VKem of dalm B wherein said notlfyino means includes 
means for accessino said information end indudlno at least s portion of 
said Informetion In e messeoe to e bidder. 

11. The system of dalm 1 further comprislne bid validation means 
for vaiidatino the authenticity of each one of seld bids. 

12. The system of daim 1 wherein said cateoorizine means 
indudas means for comparing a first bid to a second bid and determlnine 
which of said first and second bids represents s oreater monetary value. 

13. The system of daim 1 wherein said cateoorttino meens 
indudes meens for eomparino the monetery value of each of said bids to 
a minimum Wd. 



14. The system of dsim 1 wherein said cateoorizing means 
Includes meens for determinino whether a first one of said bids is lower 
then a minimum bid. and If so, iebeiino ma first bid as unsuccessful. 

IB. The system of delm 1 wherein seld cateeorizino meens 
indudes means for eomparino a first time of submission of e first bid to 
a second time of submission of a second bid. 

16. The system of claim 1 wherein said categorizing means 
Includes means for comparing a first quantity of merchandise in a first 
bid to a second quentity of merchandise In a second bid. 

17. The system of delm 1 wherein said categorizlne means 
Includes means for comparing a first total value of a first Md to a second 
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totaJ valus of a second bid. wharaln said first total value is comprised of 
a first merchandise quantity multiplied by a first price end said second 
totel velue is comprised of a second merchandise quantity multiplied by a 
second price. 

5 

16. In a computer network enabling communication between e 
host computer snd e plurellty of remote customers, an auction 
information transmission and processing system implemented as a 
computer program within said host and network, said system 
10 comprising: 

a merchendlse detabase connected In communication with seld 
host for storing merchendlse information, said merchandise Information 
being descripth/e of a lot available for purchese by a customer; 

a bid database In communication with seld host for storing bid 
15 information, said bid Information being descripth/e of e bid received from 
one of said remote customers; 

an auction manager implemented In saki server end in 
communication with said databases; 

an electronic mall messenger In communication with said suction 
20 manager and said bid database; 

a bid validator, including means for receiving bids from seld 
custonters, connected to said auction manager and In communication 
with said bid database; 

wherein said auction manager induces e customer to bid ecross 
25 aald network on e lot of merchandise by posting e descriptive 

merchandise catalog page conteintng data from said merchandise 
database, ssid customer views ecross said network seid catalog page 
end sends a bid to said bid validator across said network, said bid 
validator determines wrhether said bid Is valid, said bid database stores 
30 seld bid, ssid auction manager determines whether sold bid Is successful, 
and said electronic m^l messengor notifies said customer whether said 
customer's bid was determined to be successful by seld bM manager. 

19. The system of clelm 18 wherein ssid euction manager 
35 Includes: 

meens for opening a lot to bidding by said customers scrors 
sold network at e predetermined time; 
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means for automoticaJly dosino said lot from bidding in 
rasponse to bidding activity for said lot. 

20. The aystam of daim 18 wharain said auction manager 
indudaa: 

means for adjusting aaid information contained in aaid 
merchandise datebm. 

21 . The system of claim 18 wherein said adjusted Information is a 
minimum price set for said lot. 

22. In a computer network enabling communication between a 
host computer end a plurality of remote uldders, a method of 
trensmltting and processing auction Information implemented as a 
computer program within said host end natworic, ssld method comprising 
the steps of: 

posting information across said network, said Informaton being 
dascrlpth^ of a lot available for purchase; 

submitting a plurality of bfda across said network in response to 
said information; 

racah^ing said plurality of bids sem across said network by said 
plurality of bklders; and 

mitomaticaUy categorizing aaid bids as successful or unsuccessful. 

23. The method of daim 22 wherein said posting step Indudas 
generation of a merchandise catalog page. 

24. The method of claim 22 wherein said recah^lng step includes 
storing said bids in a bid atorage database. 

25. The method of daim 22 wherein saM automatically 
categorizing atep tndudes Incrementally Incraesing an unsucceaaful bid in 
response to e auccessful bid. 

26. The method of daim 22 further comprlaing automatically 
notifying each one of aaid bidders of the category of their respective 
bids. 
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27. The method of claim 26 wherein said automatlcatty notifying 
step includes generatlnQ electronic mail messages. 

28. The method of claim 26 wherein said automatically notifylnQ 
6 step includes indudlng s list of successful bids with said descriptive 

information. 

29. The method of dalm 26 wherein said automatically notifying 
step Includes Including a list of unsuccessful bids with said descriptive 

10 information. 

30. The method of dalm 28 wherein said automaticanY notifying 
step Includes Including a list of successful end unsuccessful bids with 
said descrlpthfa information. 

15 

31 The method of daim 26 wherein said automatically notifying 
step includes accessing said information and Including at least s portion 
of said infonrnatlon In a message to a bidder. 

20 32. The method of dalm 22 further comprising validating the 

authenticity of said bids. 

33. The method of dalm 22 wherein said automatically 
categorizing step includes comparing a first bid to a second bid end 

25 determining which of said first and second bids is greater. 

34. The method of daim 22 wheieln aaid automatically 
categortzing step includes comparing each one of said bids to a minimum 
bid and determining which Is greater. 
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35. The method of dalm 22 wherein aaid automatically 
categorizing step includes determining whether e first one of said bids Is 
lower than a minimum bid, and If so, labeling said first bid as 
unsucoeasful. 



35 
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36. The method of daim 22 whsrain said automatic^y 
catogorizing atap Indudas comparlno a ftrat tima of submisaion of a firat 
bid to a aacond time of aubmUsion of a aecond bid. 

37. The method of claim 22 wherein aaid automadcallv 
categorUtng atep includea comparing a firat quantity of marchandiae In a 
flrat bid to a aecond quentlty of merchendiae In a aecond bid. 

38. The method of cWm 22 wherein aaid automatically 
categorizing atep Includea comparing a flrat total value of e firat bid to a 
eacond total vahia of e aecond bid, wherein aaid flrat total value la 
compriaed of a flrat marchandiae quantity multiplied by a flrat price and 
aaid aecond total value la compriaed of a aecond marchandiae quantity 
multipUed by a aecond price. 

39. The method of delm 22 wherein aaid automatlcaUy 
categorizing atep includea: 

aortlng aaid pluraUiy of bids according to bid vaSue; 

aatting a minimum required bid vAie for a^ bids; 

seleeting a flrat bid from a firrt bidder, aaid flrat bid having a 
higheat bid value of %M plurality of bide; 

cmnpartng add flrat bid value to aaid minimum required value; 

If atid value of aaid firat bid la below seid minimum required vaiua, 
catagmizing aaid flrat bid as unsuccaaaful; 

If aaid value of aaid firat bid Is not below said minimum required 
value, comparing a quantity of Hams bid for In aaid fl«t bid to a quantity 
availabia; and 

if aaid quantity of Itema bid for la not above aaid quantity 
avanable, categorizing aaid flrat bid as aucceasful. 

40. The method of dalm 39 wherein aaid bid value comprises a 
price bid for e aingle Item. 

41. The method of daim 39 wherein aaid Md value compriaea aai 
quantity of Items bid for. 
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42 THe mottod of dalm 39 whmin said bid valu* comprises said 
quanttty of Itams bid for multiplied by a price bid for each item. 

43. The method of daim 39 wherein said minimum bid value Is 
ebout zero. 

44. The method of claim 39 further comprising. If said quanttty of 
items bid for is sbove seid quantity available, cateoorizino said first bid 
es unsuccessful. 



45. The method of cieim 39 further comprising. If sold quantity of 
Items bid for Is above said quantity evaOabla, chadclng said bid for 
liermission to substitute a quantity not above seid quantity available. 

46. The method of deim 39 further comprising marldng a first 
successful bid as a minimum vvinning bid, said first successful bid having 
a lowest bid value emong a plurality of successful bids. 

47. The method of claim 39 further comprising maricing a first 
successful bid for e first quantity of items as a minimum winning bid for 
said first quamity. said first successful bid having a lowest bid value 
among a plurality of successful bids for at leMt said first quantity of 
Itams. 



48. The method of daim 22 wherein aaid automaticany 
categortzing step includes: 

setting a minimum required bid value for said bids; 
selecting a first bid from a first bidder having a first bid value; 
compering said first bid vaiue to seid minimum required value; 
if add first bid vslue is not below sdd minimum required value, 
categorizing said first bid as successful. 

49. The method of ddm 48, further comprising: 

comparing a quantity of items bid for In said first bid to a quantity 
avaHable and If said quantity bid for Is above said quantity available, 
categorizing said first bid ss unsuccessful. 
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50. The method of claim 49, further compritino: 
If eald quantity of ttema bid for is not above said quantity 
avtilabter categorizing said first bid as successful. 



61 . The method of dalm 46, further comprising: 
compering e quentlty of Items bid for in said first bid to a quantity 
avaUeble end H eeld quentlty of Items bid for is above said quantity 
available, checking seld bid for permission to substitute e quentlty not 
ebove seld quentlty available. 



82. The method of clelm 46 further comprising resetting ssid 
minimum rec^lred bid, end if said first bid value is not below eeid m 
miniofiui 1 required value, cetegorizing seid first bid as successful. 
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Cordleti lO-Chaimsl Vhotte Model 3400 




1.: v:>:a|i:>7. 



List Price: 5129.95 
Mininun Bid: $1.00 
Bid Incremenc: 92.00 
Qusnticy Available: 16 

Auction closes on Pri Mar 29, 1996 1:00 PST. 
Sales Format: Ducch Auction 

The curreat high bidders are: 

BHY of Seno. HV. Tue Mar 26, 3:27 pn (S25.00, 1) 
PM of Petersburg, VA, lue Mar 26. 4:18 pa ($19.00, I) 
□ ha of Corinth, TX. Tue Mar 26, 3:43 ($17.00, 1): "FOR THE WIFI" 

§MN of Grand Prairie, TX, Tue Mar 26, 4:24 po ($17.00, I) 
HD of Cnbridge, MA, Tue Mar 26, 2:43 ($15.00, 1) 
BC of St Laurent, PQ, Tue Mar 26, 2:52 pm ($15.00, 1) 
~]JF of Scranton, PA, Tue Mar 26, 2:59 pm ($15.00, I) 
ICC of Evansville, IS, Tue Mar 26, 3:01 pa ($15.00, O 
IdP of ColuBbia, SC, Tue Mar 26, 3:12 pn ($15.00, 2) 
JlR of Gainesville, FL, Tue Mar 26, 3:40 pm ($15.00, I) 
m of Vashingcon, HC. Tue Mar 26. 3:15 pa ($13.00, I) 
Jfw of University Psrk, PA. Tue Mar 26, 4:29 (S9.00, I) 
Job of Evansville, IH. Tue Mar 26, 2:45 pa ($5.00, I) 
DSK of Goshen, KY. Tue Mar 26, 2:59 po ($5,00, 2 out of 16) 

Iten 1)918. 

This Factory Bacot^itioned Cordlaaa Phone Modal 5400 features: 



{Clarity Plus, circuitry for virtually static-free reception 
llO-Channel selection 
)9-NuBber aeaory 
JLighted Dial 

iHandsct holds charge for up to 7 days 
JAvailable in Two-tone Cray 
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Cordless lO-Gbannel Rione Model 5400 



NOTICE: It is a violstion of law to make bide Id a fslae name or with 
an invalid credit card, evsD if tbe software initially accepts such a 
bid. Plesse be aware that even if you do not give us your real naae, 
your web browser tranamits a unique internee address to us, which can 
be used by low enforcesent officials cn identify you. 

MinitmiB Bid: $1.00 
Bid iocresienc: $2.00 

Bid (price not to exceed): 
Quantity: 

The quantity you request aay not always be avanable. Click here if you 
are not willing to accept a reduced quantity. Q 

Applicable sales tax, if any, will be added to your order . 



If you enter your OHSALE account nuaiber, you only need to enter your 
first name (for security) in the Shipping Address srea below. 

Account number It ( )f tional) 
Shipping Address: 
First Maae: 
Last Heme: 
Streel 1 : 
Streec2: 
City: 

St ate /Province: 
Zip Cede: 
Country: 
Eaail Address: 
Daytioe Phone: 
Night tine Phone: 

FAX: 

Your credit card number is required to quarantee your bid. Vour card will 
not be charged unless your bid is successful. Only Visa and HascerCsrd 
cards arc accepted. 

Credit Card I: 
Expiration Dace: Honch (e.g. "07") Year 

(Optional) Credit cerd billing address if different from shipping 
address : 

Maae as on Card: 
Streec I : 
Streec2: 
City: 

St ace /Province: 
Zip Code: 
Country : 

(Optional) Ycni can enter e comment for display on screen with your bid. 

Click here if you do not want OHSALE to keep you inforeied of current high 
bids via electronic nall.O 
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